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IV; it is desirable to notice a curious group of groats for
which I find it difficult to satisfactorily account. They
are of good silver, and some at least are of practically full
weight, while all are sufficiently near it to preclude the
supposition that they are contemporary forgeries. I refer
to the coins with the curious legend ending JTBTmdYS
or FRTtncCV on the obverse, and which are characterized
generally by an appearance of being rather blundered or
imperfect copies of some of the common groats of ordinary
types. They usually purport to be from the London
Mint, but in the British Museum there is one with the
name of York upon it. The mint-marks on all specimens
that I have seen are either the crown or cross fitchee, but
in each case coarsely rendered. The stops are usually
trefoils, and there are quatrefoils at the sides of the bust.
The portrait is peculiar, and apparently the same punches
were used for all. My suggestion in regard to these
coins is that they were struck either in England, or more
probably in Holland, fbr Edward and with his authority
while he was in exile, in order to pay his levies and
followers on his projected speedy return to recover the
kingdom. This theory will, I think, account for their
coarse and blundered workmanship, although they are
obviously copied from the latest varieties of ordinary
groats, &c., that would have been in circulation at the
time of Edward's flight. It would also account for their
having generally a tendency to be light in weight, al-
though not to a very great extent An illustration of one
of these groats, weighing 46 grains, is given [PL XV. 14].
There are also a few half-groats of similar character. I
have one weighing 19 grains, but it is much worn.

In a future paper I hope to continue the subject of the
coinage of this period from the restoration of Henry VI.
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